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PREFACE.

This volume, which we have much pleasure in placing before
the public, is the first part of the Sinhalese paraphrase to Saman-
tapasadika Atthakatha written by Buddhaghosha, the erudite Pali
Commentator, who lived in the 10th century of the Buddhist Era..
This commentary {(atthakatha) deals with the entire Vinayapitaka,
composed of Paradjika Pali, Pachittiva Pali, Chullawagga Pali
Mahawagga Pali and Pariwara Pali, and may, therefore, be justly
called a compendium of that pitaka. As may be expected of a
person of his scholastic attainments, Buddhaghosha has culled and
co-ordinated into his book the best of the Kurundiya, the Paccha-
riya, and the Mah&atthakath®, the only Sinhalese commentaries
to the Vinaya Pitaka extant in his day. In this treatise, he has,
inter alia, traced the history of the Sangha of the Mahavibdra
Parampard from his time back to the Buddha period. The infor-
mation on which he based this historical review was supplied by
' the Bhikkhus of the Mah& Vihara.

'I‘he Smhslese paraphrase embodied in this voluome was
written about three scove years ago by Tuduwewatte Siri Pafifa-
seeha Maha Thero of Madampe in Galle District, on the invitation
of Sire Ratana Tissa Thero of Siri Niwesaramaya at Godapitiya in
Kosgoda. Siri Paniaseeha Maha Thero was a pupil of Lankagoda
Siri- Dhiranande Maha Nayaka [hero, one of the greatest Pali
Scholars of his time. This paraphrase, which is his masterpiece.
bears favourable comparison with the best works of the Polon-
naruwa and Dambadeniya periods, and he is also the anthor of the
following works :—Namabhedappakasiniya, Paraniasac’ipaniya,
Uttamartha-Sangraha, Nirwanapurawarnand, SlL ﬁapdlpanly&,
Mara Yuddhaya, Sansarachakraya and Ratanas® ut.ra]i 7y a.}a

q

Having l.ea.hsed the inestimable service which the pu'ﬁF-"at.ton
of this book is bound to render to the Sangha in particular, and o-
students of Buddhism in general, we invited Kosgodu Sir: V:suda;g\t
Thero, pupil of Siri Ratana Tissa dAnunayaka Thero of the Amara™_
pura Sect, to revise and compile this work, and our grateil thanks -
<



i
are due to him, and also to Talalle Ibalawela Siri Dhirananda.
Dhammarakkhita Nayaka Thero and Kosgoda Siri Sumana Thero,.
who assisted him in this task. Kosgoda Siri Sumedha Bhikkhu

and Kosgoda Dhammawansa Bhikkhu, who transcribed the para-
phrase from the original ola manuscript deserve our thanks.

Kahawe Siri Sumangala Ratanasara Nayaka Maha Thero,
Principal of the Vidyodaya Oriental College, Colombo, who has
been pleased to accept the dedication of this volume, has highly
commended it as being specially suitable for students preparing for
the examinations conducted by the Oriental Studies Committee.

We intend, as time permits, to place before the public the
remaining parts of the commentary with the paraphrase which is-
now undergoing revision.

Our thanks are due to the Maha Bodhi Press for having, under
much inconvenience, turned out this volume expeditiously and well.

All rights of publication of this work are reserved to Dégiri
Peter Henry de Zoysa of “ Devagiri,” Kosgoda, and every copy of
this book will bear his signature. o

P. H. de Zoysa.
H. P. de Silya.

““ Devagiri’’
Kosgoda, March 25, 1933.
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